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(Mac).rar.Database application software packages of the type here considered are well known in the
prior art. By way of a brief survey, Microsoft® Office applications for the personal computer
environment are widely used for word processing, graphics production and the like. Java® database
application software packages are widely known and used for developing programs for a variety of
applications, particularly business applications. There are a variety of other database application
software packages available, such as My Oracle®, which is from a UK company, My SQL, which is
from a French company, Arhangel Studio, which is from an Italian company, and which is described
in U.S. Pat. No. 5,568,405. However, one problem not addressed by prior art database applications
is how to present objects to the user, such as documents, in such a way as to enable the user to view
a complete and coherent version of the object. Instead, prior art systems require the user to view the
object from an edited or partial view. For example, in a word processing program, the user may be
required to view a document in a way that hides text or copy editing information and, thereby, does
not enable the user to correct errors on the document without having to edit the document.
Similarly, in a database, the user may be required to view a record as it exists in a database system
but not in a complete and coherent form. Other features of database applications include a platform-
independent nature of the program's operation, and the fact that the data, which is normally stored
as a file on a storage device such as disk, is instead stored in a database, wherein the database is
maintained in a format designed to support particular application programs. One serious drawback
of prior art database applications is that the user, due to the partial nature of view presented to the
user, has no knowledge of any of the errors in the data, which could be revealed if the data were
presented to the user in the form of a complete and coherent document. What is clearly needed is an
improved database application package that enables the user to view a document or object in its
complete and coherent form.Phelim
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