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Although several software developers create operating systems, systems software is created by one system software company. In general, a single company will create all of the operating systems for a family of computers that use the same hardware and perhaps even a
standard hardware interface. Application software is the software that runs on a computer. It can be the programs that perform a certain task, such as word processing or a personal finance program, or it can be a game. Once a program is created, a test period allows testers to
determine what still needs to be addressed. The software may not work as expected or it may have a problem that needed to be corrected. In development, the software developer tests the program to determine if any mistakes were made. They also run the code and track how
much time is spent running the code to make sure the program is efficiently executing. In the case of software, quality assurance refers to the process of testing and ensuring the product is complete, accurate, reliable, and usable. Quality assurance works through various levels

of testing, from unit testing to higher levels of testing. Unit testing verifies that the software works correctly on a small scale. It checks to ensure that the individual operations in the program are performing the task they are supposed to perform, without testing the entire
program. Software developers, quality assurance analysts, and testers typically need a bachelor's degree in computer and information technology or a related field, such as engineering or mathematics. Computerand information technologydegree programs cover a broad range

of topics. Students may gain experience in software development by completing an internship, such as at a software company, while in college. For some software developer positions, employers may prefer that applicants have a masters degree.
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So called R&D tax credits are available on corporate purchases of software. The tax credits are not business deduction and the credit may not be taken in a current
year. They can only be claimed against a company's tax on an individual's personal returns, not the corporate returns, after the tax period has closed. Many
businesses rely on their computers to be a key component of their business and operations. These businesses use a range of computer software designed to help
them perform specific tasks, such as access information or send out orders. Although computer software is not a device by itself, many of the programs are designed
to work with particular kinds of hardware, such as printers or fax machines, or with other kinds of software, such as word processors. To sell software, the seller must
ask that the purchaser of the software purchase a license, which will likely be a yearly fee. Licensing software can take the form of a CD-ROM, downloaded software
or a subscription to a service. Licensing agreements typically have a set number of users for the software to cover or a limited number of users for the entire term. In
the end, the buyer can sign up for a service that provides technical support. Sales of software is a top reason why software publishers release software. While
software is sold in a variety of ways, the most common type of software sale is by installing the software on a computer or giving it to the customer to install on their
own computer. The software will then run to perform the tasks for which it was designed. The amount of software on a device is the number of software components
that can be run on that device at one time. These components typically include applications software, operating system software, drivers and browser plug-ins. This
number can be either counted or estimated; the most common type of estimate is called a shrink wrap estimate. In this type of estimate, the publisher of the
software tries to calculate how many items can run at once and then multiply this number by the number of items sold. Publishers choose not to offer a shrink wrap
estimate for items such as programs that access the Internet because the publisher cannot estimate the number of times the program will be accessed. 5ec8ef588b
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