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Transfer [url= Image: John Drescher The struggle between Salt Lake City and Provo over control of
Utah's temple supply ended on May 18, in a decision by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints to grant the city’s request to extend its temple use in the Tabernacle. The new deal includes
an additional 1,600-seat auditorium that has been in use for 15 years and provides for the
convenient distribution of temple ordinances— baptisms, confirmations, weddings—to the faithful
beyond the temple grounds. The temple opens at 8:30 a.m., six hours later than usual, and will be
closed for church services and other events on Saturday and Sunday. A one-cent sales-tax increase
is on the ballot for a vote on June 5. While the church won’t say how much the new deal will cost, the
2012 temple lease contract, which was signed by the church’s Temple and Family History
Department and the city of Salt Lake, said the temple costs $150 per year. The levy is estimated to
raise more than $7 million over the course of 10 years. The lease requires the church to pay rent for
the auditorium it leases from the city for religious ceremonies as a revenue-generating tenant. If the
levy passes, the church will use the money to build a new temple in Provo, where the university is
located. The church says the extension helps it avoid losing the land at current rent costs. “Temple
work is a ministry, and should be included in the core services of the church,” said church
spokesman Eric Hawkins. Unlike the church’s temples in California and Missouri, the Utah facilities
are not open to the public. The Salt Lake temple has little parking and provides the most in-depth
endowment ceremony in the church’s history. It is the last of three temples in Salt Lake to be built in
the city, and the only one in the city not along the main thoroughfares. It has just a handful of
parking spaces on the property. (Related: Meet the People Whose Homes are Crowded With Temple
Visitors.) Photo: John Drescher Image: John Drescher Like all Mormon temples, the Utah site has a
sign listing the angel Moroni and the guardian spirits of the temple—Satan, Og, Shemlon, and
Mulek—but the sign also identifies the presiding officers: The Lord of Hosts and Joseph Smith Jr.
“Their ward boundaries are off, and are not in compliance with the new boundaries,” church
spokesman Hawkins said. He noted that the site was built in 1960, in the temple era, and has many
old buildings that have been replaced. “The new temple had to be built to the church’s specifications
and is a better fit for Salt Lake City.” The temple is typically opened for temple ordinances at 7:45
a.m. and closed at 4:15 p.m. On Saturday, the temple will open at 8:30 a.m., one hour earlier than
normal, and close at 4:30 p.m., rather than 5:30 p.m. as usual.
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