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Note: The same thing is true when I try to convert Arabic text to html for a website. If I start with a file of the text, it ends up as a jumbled jumble. But if I convert the text to html first, the html file is readable. The direction is clearly important. I have so far managed to put all my work in a single
paragraph style. I have a few paragraphs that I want to have typefaces, lengths, and such. Im just still trying to make the whole thing work properly. For the time being, I have created a separate paragraph style for each language I use for my work. There are some issues to contend with, one of

which is that, within a paragraph style, there is no way to distinguish between regular text and special Arabic text. I just stick with standard English. Its not a big deal but, hopefully, I wont need to edit any of this code when I can get everything to work. I think there are a few apps, or at least
that I can find, that would provide an easy solution to this problem for the Middle East. Even better, Id settle for a script that could translate to Arabic or Hebrew (the standard directions used in the Middle East). For normal (left-to-right) text, this script sets the direction attribute to ltr. For

languages such as Arabic or Hebrew that use a right-to-left writing system, the direction attribute is set to rtl. This script determines the writing system being used and sets the direction accordingly. TextEdit usually does a fair job on Arabic, although Ive also seen it get it horribly wrong. Im not
sure why it works with some Word files and sometimes you end up with a complete mess. Id certainly get an Arabic speaker to look any text before final output! I quite often end up supplying designers Arabic text as outlines within InDesign so they can tweak the layout but know the actual text

is right but obviously that defeats the point of the script of being self-sufficient.
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