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still of the year and the anniversary
of the United States Civil War. By
then I had already been aware of
the Civil War for many years. My
appreciation for that military
struggle had been growing since I
was in 7th grade. Although, I had
never heard the story of the last
days of Lincoln until this past year.
In commemoration of the 150th
Anniversary of the end of the Civil
War, I finished the American Civil
War historical novel by C.M. Mayo,
“A Terrible Pride”. This novel is not
written by the great historian David
Hackett Fischer. It is a narrative
novel focusing upon the events of
the last days of the Lincoln
Administration. The book has
flashbacks to the 1850’s and the
events leading up to the Civil War.
The story is a fictional account
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based on a series of articles in
Harper’s Magazine written by C.M.
Mayo, a history writer who was a
national war correspondent for the
publication during the last days of
the war. By the time I finished the
book I had heard more than 50
stories about the assassination of
Lincoln. Rarely I have learned about
the last days and actual thoughts
and feelings of Lincoln. The book
was a good read and left me with a
greater appreciation for the end of
the war and the life and times of
Abraham Lincoln. I had an epiphany
the other day. It came while I was
working on finishing up my
unpublished novel, and then
wanting to write a short story, but
not wanting to write a short story of
any genre. I did make a pitch to the
publisher, but she wanted me to
start with a short story. I asked
myself, “What would be the best
genre I could pitch a story to?” I
thought back and remembered how
my mother used to say, “Never
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leave a dime with your attorney
until you are good and ready”. So, I
realized I was telling my agent,
“Never leave a dime until you are
ready to write a short story.” This
would mean for months until I
started writing, then as I started
writing I would need to tell the
publisher I was writing a short story
before I completed the story.
Because I was telling the publishing
company
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