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phone, guess what... they already exist. A government official, speaking
anonymously on condition of non-disclosure, told ZDNet Australia that the new GPO

policy would require all mobile devices belonging to Australian government
employees to be configured for "remote wipe" and GPS tracking. The government

official refused to say whether existing phones would automatically be upgraded to
comply with the new policy. The government official said the move was motivated
by two factors: escalating widespread "dumping" of old mobile handsets; and the

fact that it's now possible to trace an individual's whereabouts to within a few
metres using their mobile phone. Thus, the policy also requires all government

workers to carry an approved mobile phone – even if they already have an older
device. The official said government employees could keep their old phone for

"backup", but they must then be upgraded to an approved model. It's unclear if the
policy applies to many or most private-sector employers, but Australian smartphone
users could feel more secure now that their handsets are being tracked, even when

they're not connected to the Internet. The Australian government may also be
concerned that a large number of mobile handsets are being purchased by pirates
who use them to commit copyright infringement and other crimes, rather than by

victims of cybercrime. Why Google's Android OS is good news for privacy While it's
hard to say what effect the new government policy will have, the official confirmed

that the government's decision had been influenced by the work of privacy
researcher Ashkan Soltani of the University of Washington, and of Dutch security

firm DigiTask, which developed an anti-tracking solution for Android handsets. The
official said the type of solution offered by Soltani and DigiTask was "robust" and

had "reduced mobile device theft". One expert questioned whether trackers
embedded in a smartphone d0c515b9f4
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