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our coverage further. Two Chinese astronauts floated into space aboard a newly arrived space station module on
Friday and became the first humans to travel to the orbital outpost without a visiting U.S. cargo ship to drag them up
to the orbiting laboratory, a major milestone in China’s race to catch up with the United States in space technology

and science. It took just six hours and four minutes from launch to docking of the Tiangong-2 module at the orbiting
lab’s Harmony module, a feat which took five of NASA’s eight astronaut crews to accomplish in the final year of the

shuttle program and eight of the 50 astronauts flying on Russian Soyuz capsules. During a news conference after
docking, China’s only two astronauts floated around inside the module, which was first launched in 2011 and has been
reboosted twice in the last two months to move it into a higher orbit. The Tiangong-2 module arrived at the station on
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