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development of many different organ systems during embryonic development, and mutations in
this pathway cause a wide spectrum of developmental disorders. We have previously shown
that Wnt9a activity is required for normal epithelial morphogenesis of the mammary gland, and
may be linked to breast cancer. We have also shown that Wnt9a can antagonize Wnt7a in
osteoprogenitor cells, and that this interaction is required for osteoblast differentiation. The
Wnt9a receptor, Fz9, was identified in a genetic screen, but its function has not been
characterized in vivo. To gain insight into the function of Wnt9a, and to study its role in Wnt
signaling, we are generating mouse lines in which Wnt9a is deleted, and we are studying Wnt9a
function in Wnt receptor-mediated signaling and in embryonic development. Wnt9a mutant
mice are viable, and we are currently analyzing the mammary gland and palate defects in these
mice. Mutant embryos show no overt defects in development, but Wnt9a activity is required for
proper formation of the mammary epithelium. We have also generated mice carrying a
temperature-sensitive allele of Wnt9a. Embryos carrying this allele fail to form mammary
glands, which suggests that Wnt9a has a role in mammary gland epithelium formation. This was
also found to be the case for the formation of
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was confirmed by a pathologist from the Department of
Pathology at the Medical University of Vienna, using
H&E staining. The result was negative. Unfortunately,
seven days later, the patient's clinical condition worsened
and she died. 4. Discussion {#sec4-diagnostics-06-00021 }
============= [n this report, we describe an unusual
case of EVD and discuss the pathophysiology and
management of the condition. Several factors may have
contributed to her condition, including the combination of
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IVF and a sub-therapeutic dose of IVIg; however, a
genetic predisposition may have also played a role. The
severity of both the patient's clinical condition and her
death was surprising, as she had no previous history of
pulmonary disease, IVIg-treated 1diopathic
thrombocytopenia or trauma. The patient did not have any
clear signs of infection that might have contributed to her
death. The diagnosis of EVD was based on typical
radiological signs (i.e., ground-glass opacity), but
confirmation by a pathologist was needed to avoid
misdiagnosis as an abscess or malignancy. To our
knowledge, this 1s the first case report of fatal EVD 1n a
patient with an autormmune disorder, 1.e., IVIg-treated
primary ITP. EVD is a rare, life-threatening disease that 1s
associated with multiple factors, including infections,
trauma, burn, or surgery. Fever 1s common in EVD;
however, 1t may also occur in other conditions, such as
pneumonia and infectious mononucleosis. Infections are a
major cause of death in patients with EVD
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