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Needless to say, this comedy's most prominent
feature is its verbal wit. All three letters,

including the very first, contain four-syllable
words that are packed full of clever sight and
allusions. The strategy is perfectly mirrored in
the ending, with two letters (E and Y) tied up

with each other, forced to describe
themselves. The film's settings range from the

home in which the three letters are first
written to the French military base where they
meet the notorious Saragossa (a parody of the
French Army). Beyond the sparkling comedy,

                             1 / 10



 

there are also some cleverly conceived plot
twists. Two letters, P and Q, write to the head

of state complaining about the letter G, the
queen of France. The queen, in turn,

complains about the letter B (the letter that is
not in the scheme). Q and B go on a verbal
rampage against each other's incompetence,
with G acting as a mediator, and then all end

up in the military base, where they create their
own army. It is amusing to see the queen, the

only one who could really command the army,
trying to hold her own against the letters. As
for the letter B, it escapes prison and tricks G
into signing their own death warrant. When B
snips G's beard (another book-inspired gag),
the letter S escapes as well. At the end, the
letters find each other once again, but their
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newfound comrades are not quite as
sympathetic as they hoped. Tillman's wit is on

abundant display when he adapts a bit of
Racine's Corneille's (representing the letter
C): N'est-ce pas assez qu'on veuille encor

donner un air de n'en plus(le bon Dieu) pour
communiquer une lettre si vil. (sic). The film's

visual whimsy is reserved primarily for the
letters' interiors, complete with pseudorecipes.

It is a masterpiece of domestic design. The
most famous of these is the letter R, which is
a structure built entirely of trunks. The film is
also known for its geometric lens effects, such

as the letter S, which changes shape into a
star. There
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